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Yosemite National Park Operations and th
National Environmental Policy Act  

Do routine 
operational activities 
in Yosemite need 
review under the 
National 
Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA)?  
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Does Yosemite need 
to prepare a major 
environmental 
review, in form of 
environmental 
assessment (EA) or 
environmental impact 
statement (EIS), for 
every action taken?  
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What types of 
activities can be 
categorically 
excluded from NEPA 
environmental 
review?  
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What is the review 
process for 
Categorical 
Exclusions?  

 

To ensure that no measurable impacts occur, the Park must follow a series of steps, 
laid out in DO12, when considering the applicability of a CE for a proposed action. 
The Park must: 

1. Carefully consider whether the action is a piece of a larger action that should 
be analyzed.  

2. Complete an environmental impacts analysis to ascertain the important 
environmental issues, and if exceptional circumstances exist, a NEPA 
document should be prepared. 

3. If no exceptional circumstances exist: 

a. contact interested and affected local, state, and/or federal agencies to ask 
for any objections to a CE approval; 

b. If interested or affected public exists, make a diligent effort to obtain their 
input; 

c. If all parties agree there is no potential for measurable impact, document 
this on the CE Form; if any party objects, a NEPA document should be 
prepared. 

4. If minimal mitigation is necessary to avoid triggering one of the exceptional 
circumstances and agencies and publics agree, a CE is appropriate. 

What are the 
exceptional 
circumstances that 
prevent the use of 
categorical exclusion 
for an action on the 
list of categorically 
excluded actions?  

 

Director’s Order 12 lists 18 exceptions that, if present, preclude the use of a CE to 
approve an action (DO12, 3.5). The circumstances that trigger an exception generally 
include those that would cause an action to adversely affect public health and safety 
or unique park resource, have highly controversial or uncertain effects, trigger 
another local, state, federal, or tribal law imposed for protection of the environment, 
or would otherwise affect the environment. 

 

What procedure does 
Yosemite National 
Park follow for 
approval of CE for 
park activities?  

 

Yosemite National Park uses a detailed Project Initiation Form, and an Environmental 
Screening Form to evaluate all actions that may be categorically excluded. Each such 
project is formulated and approved within the originating division, and then 
undergoes interdisciplinary review: first at a Cultural Resources Roundtable, and then 
by a Project Initiation Workshop. If any historic or cultural resources are involved, a 
special form and review must take place. At each level approval signatures by the 
review park staff must be obtained. Finally, after all reviews and approvals are 
completed, the project CE Form and associated paperwork is sent to the Park 
Superintendent for review and an approval signature.  

 

Where can I find out 
more about NEPA and 
operational 
compliance in 
Yosemite?  

 

At www.nps.gov/policy you can find links to laws, regulations, and Executive Orders 
relating to the National Park Service (NPS), and NPS Management Policies and 
Director’s Orders, including Director’s Order #12: Conservation Planning, 
Environmental Impact Analysis, and Decision- Making, and the DO12 Handbook. 

At www.nps.gov/yose/planning you can find information on various planning efforts 
in Yosemite, including copies of approved CEs (this page is still under construction—
several hundred approved CEs are being scanned for posting; these will be posted as 
they become available). 
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